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Tnere Is n Terrltmial lastitutlon

lóenle. I at thin p mt, the present condl-tin- ii

and future value of which lire tint
little understood and appreciated by
the people of this city and section. It
it the Agricultural Kxperlinent Station,
which lies about a mile and a half north
of town, on the east aide of the Mora
ro.nl .

The purpose of Mich a station is '.hat
experiment may be mude In the grow-

ing of fruits, vegetables, granses and
remits, to tho and tint it may be ascer-

tained which kinds and varieties are
bil adopted to the soils and climates
of the several sections lu which such
stations mny be located; at well as to
determine the methods of cultivation
by which the Iiugest success may be
secured with any particular crop.

The Nitional Agricultural Depart-
ment, it is said, objects te thera being
more than one such station In anv one
Mate, the exp ti- - to be born out of
the National find Hence, where
some of the Mates cover wide extremes
of climatic conditions, d yianding more
than one station to meet and mas'er
the dlverk'ences presented, the addi-
tional stations are supported out of
Mate funds. Such at least Is the

ioa which Tiik Oitio baa re.
eel ved.

At all events, the agricultural needs
of New Mexico cannot be fully met by
the Nation lu connection with the
.Agricultural College, located hi It Is in
the southern part of the lito (rinde
valley. That Valley Is admitted to be
the agricultural grin of New Mexico,
aad destined under proper systems and
supplies of water storage, to become
one of the farming and fruit-growi-

woiulers of the woild. Ily all means it
should tiaveun experiment station, to
ascertain lt own needs and those of
similar valleys, audi as the l'ecoa. And
upon the labors of such a station,
systematically prosecuted and acieuti.
licly directed, the future of these val-

leys depends, next to the wise conser-
vation of their water supplies.

Itot the climatlo end soil conditions
in the mountain uplands and valleys, in
the very large region of which the Las
Vegas heotion is typled, dilTer as com-
pletely fri-t- those of the valleys men-
tioned, as Ohio difiera from Louisiana,
or Wiacoosin differs from Alabama.
Experiment conducted in the one can
have but little Interest and less profit
for trie other; and the Mesilla station
can no more benefit the Las Vegas sec-

tion, than a, station iti New Yoik caa
be of ue to the people of South Caro-

lina. Therefore, for the saka of the
agricultural classes in nil the mountain
regions of northern New Mexico, In
eluding ss this country does, many of
the most valuable farming sections uf
the Territory, the continuance and'
proper management of the Las Vegs
station Is of vital importance

It may be s dd of this station that It
comprises l'M aerea of arable land, to-

gether with forty ether acres which the
station can use, and that all ef this can
be placed iimler water. Heslde an ace-
quia co ivenieiitly located, the station
has a reservoir covering two acres, with
a depth of inter fioin six and one-hal- f

to seven feet, w hich can be increased to
eight. Then, too, thera It a wall of
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in i.nUi. ..i water.twenty six ftetdeep,
cold as ice, dear us crystal and thor-

oughly palatable. This wall is supplied
with force pump, horse trough, and
considerable qnsatity of hose ; and for
it the station Is Indebted to the present
tuperinte ndent, Joha Thornhill Th
station did have a rmndem barn, two
stories high, with roomy stone cel'ars,
and was well aapplieri witn requisita
farm tools and machinery ; but on the
night of June 17th, the barn was struck
by lightning, and rontumeri with all Its
contents, including machinery, horses,
wsgon and a large part nf the Siieriii
tendent't household furniture. T, e
station has never had a dwelling house,
an adoba hovel being used for that pur-

pose by the present Superintendent,
who Is a man of family.

An Optiu representative recently
visited the station and was as much
surprised as pleased at what he saw In

the way of experimental agt culture.
It may be premised that the present su-

perintendent, who hat een in chats
less thk.ii a year, John Thornhill, by
name, is an Englishman by birth but
an American by adoption and many
years' residence; while his wife Is oae
of those thrifty, industrious Cernían
womea, for the production of whom
the Fatherland has become so justly
celebrated. Mr. Thornhill is a practi-
cal farmer and horticulturist, for many
years a piofessional florist and laud-sca- pe

gardner, while for a number of
years he was a successful caterer to the
Las Vegas market In flowers and vege-

tables.

Of course, then, the station had it
flower beds. In abundance, but they
wer annuals or those which
bloom the first year from seed, since
Mr. Thornhill had not been loug enough
in charge to bring to blooming the per
ennial kinds, (arden vegetables were
also found In all their several sorts; but
It was In those which were growing for
experimental purposes that this writer
was chiefly Interested. He found of
these, in several varieties each, squash,
cabbage, caulillower, cucumbers, toma-
toes,' six varieties of Irlol. potatoes,
nineteen varieties ef turnip, and sev-

eral different sowings of sugar beets
Several" of these vegetables, notably
potatoes and tomatoes, it ha often
beam aterted end generally accepted,
cannot be profitably grown in, this sec-

tion on account of soil Had climate;
but It skeined to the writer that Mr.
Thornhill was In a fair way to demon-
strate not only that they can, but also
which of the many varieties of these as
of the other vegetable can be most
reliantly planted in this aection.

In the fruit line, the station has a
yet but a small orchard of apple and
pears, a small vineyard containing sev-

eral varieties of stapes, and some pram
ising strawberry beda. Nothing has so
far been done In experimenting with
the grassea, either for pasture or bay,
though the ordinary kinds are raised to
supply tho neods of the station' its-se- lf.

There was a promising display
of oats, but it wag in wheat and
corn that the chief effort of the station
were being put forth for the ' present
year.

All the wheat was of the spring var-
ieties, and consisted of tne Karly
Wonder, Huby, Fife, White rarl,

Whit Imperial, aná a number of1

other. The corn wa of three kind
pop corn, sweet corn for the garden,
and a number of different variette for
the field. Among the pop corn wer

the Pearl. Golden (J ieen, and some

other; tli sweet corn embraced the
Livingilon. Gold Cein, W. K. Ultra,
and others; while In field corns there
were the Karly Minnesota, the White
Dent, the Australian White Flint, th
Colorado Yellow Pent, the Leamington,
and many other in fact embracing
the best varietle from a dozen states.

Itut the mere planting of these var.
ielie was by no means tne end of the
experiments made. To ascertain which

variety did best, it must also be learned
whether th ee should be Imported
fre.ih every year or whether acclimatiza-
tion Improved or detracted from the
yield. Hence there were five varieties
of corn planted for the first time, and
sixteen varieties from teed raised at
the sta'ionthe year before. Similar
experiments were made with wheat,
well as other experiment to deterra r i

th best time far sewing and planting;
whll Hi effort to ascertaia the kl'ids
which would do best with the least
water, artificially applied, from the or-

dinary number of irrigations down to
none at all, occupied no little space and
attention at th station.

It i the opinion of Tiik Optic that
th experiment station was doing meat
excellent work, at the time of the des-

truction of It barn, with its tools, im-

plements and horres ; an J that but for
this accident, which no human power
or foresight could have prevented, the
present would have been largely the
most protitable year In the short history
of th place.

Thk Optic also think that the
people ef San Miguel county taould use
every effort with th regents of the
Agricultural College, at Las Cruces,
and with tne approaching Legislature,
not alone to prevent the abandonment

! of the station, but to secure for It such
appropriations as will place upon It a
power of usefulness uever before pos-

sessed. In fact, the entire northern
part of the Territory it a much inter-
ested in this matter as are the people of
San Miguel county, for ia this station
are the possibilities of untold benefit to
the agricultural interest of the entire
muiiuiaiii section. TskOptu; wiii
probably have more to lay, hereafter,
on thil Important theme.
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